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THE MAHARAL of PRAGUE (1512-1609)
Rabbi Yehuda ben Bezlael Lowe.

Born in Posen (Poland). Rosh yeshiva, Posek and Kabbalist.
(1535-1573) Rav of Nikolsburg (Chief Rabbi of Moravia).
(1573-1609) Chief Rabbi of Prague (Bohemia. Czech Republic)
1592 Audience with Rudolph |I. Emperor of Habsburg. King of
Bohemia. Holy Roman Emperor. Renaissance Europe.

e Golem? Altneu shul. Buried in Prague. Statue in Prague

Contemporary of:

Rema. Maharshal. Maharsha. R.Yosef Karo. Arizal. R.Moshe
Cordovero. Kli Yakar. Levush. Abarbanel.

His disciples.

R.Yomtov Lipman Heller.(1579-1624) “Tosafot Yom Tov’ on Mishna.
R.Yeshaya Halevi Horowitz (1555-1630) ‘Shnei Luchot Ha'Brit’.

Major Writings:

. “Gur Aryeh” on Rashi on Chumash

2. Chidushei Aggadot on Shas Bavili

3. “Be’er Ha'Golah” on difficult midrashim

4. “Gvurot Hashem” on Pesach & creation of Klal Yisrael.
5. “Tiferet Yisrael” on Shavuot & inner meaning of mitzvot.
6. “Netzach Yisrael” on Tisha b’Av and Mashiach.
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. “Netivot Olam” - topics in mussar and middot.
. “Or Chadash” on Purim

. “Ner Mitzvah” on Channukah

0. “Derech Chayim” on Pirkei Avot
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Mordecai had this message delivered to Esther: “Do not imagine that
you, of all the Jews, will escape with your life by being in the king’s
palace.
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On the contrary, if you keep silent in this crisis, relief and deliverance
will come to the Jews from another quarter, while you and your
father’s house will perish. And who knows, perhaps you have attained
to royal position for just such a crisis.”
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“Go, assemble all the Jews who live in Shushan, and fast in my
behalf; do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. | and my
maidens will observe the same fast. Then | shall go to the king, though
it is contrary to the law; and if | am to perish, | shall perish!”
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So Mordecai went and did just as Esther had commanded him.
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